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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -9 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 2-3, and 7-8 are objected based on the following reasons. 

Claims 1 and 7 are objected to because these claims recite the limitations "the pieces of 
material information" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. This limitation should be corrected to "each pieces of material information". Claims 2, 
and 3 wherein "the material information" should be corrected for proper antecedent bases as 
well. 

Claims 1 and 7 are objected to because these claims recite the limitation "the material 
information" in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. This 
limitation should be corrected to "the pieces of encrypted material information" to refer to 
limitation on line 3. 

Claim 8 is objected to because these claims recite the limitations "the pieces of material 
information" in line 8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. This 
limitation should be corrected to "each pieces of material information". Claims 2 5 and 3 wherein 
"the material information" should be corrected for proper antecedent bases as well. 

Claim 8 is objected to because these claims recite the limitation "the material 
information" in line 10. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
This limitation should be corrected to "the pieces of encrypted material information" to refer to 
limitation on line 4. 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,829 



Art Unit: 2136 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-5 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. It is not practical application and/or no tangible 
result. 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. It is not tangibly embodied as it is software per se. It is suggested 
that the claimed subject matter "An information reproducing program wherein ..." should be 
changed to "An information reproducing program stored on a hard disk storage medium. . .". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kawada et al. US 
Pub. 2002/0001385 Al. 
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Regarding claims 1 and 7, Kawada et al. discloses an information reproducing apparatus/method 
for reproducing record information from a recording unit (fig. 6; recording apparatus) on which 
the record information including pieces of enciphered material information having contents 
which are temporally parallel to each other is recorded (claim 1, 0047 and 0009), comprising: 

an obtaining device (0050 and 0061; consumer and industrial DVD player 13 and 15) for 
obtaining deciphering information (0073-0074; license/usage rights ... content ...decrypting 
key), set in each of the pieces of material information (0052, 0049, 0045, and 0039; consumer 
data ... industrial data), for deciphering the pieces of enciphered material information (0050, 
and 0064 \for decrypting ... encrypted... consumer data... industrial data); and 

a deciphering device for deciphering the material information corresponding to the 
obtained deciphering information on the basis of the obtained deciphering information (claim 6, 
0049, 0064, 00700073-0074; usage rights is checked... usage key is decrypted... for decrypting 
VOBs/video objects/consumer data and/or industrial data). 

Regarding claim 8, it has similar limitations as claim 1, and it is being rejected based on the same 
rational as claim 1. In addition, Kawada et al. teaches the additional limitations of claim 8 
wherein 

a computer included in an information reproducing apparatus for reproducing record 
information from a recording medium (fig. 5-6) on which the record information including 
pieces of enciphered material information having contents which are temporally parallel to each 
other is recorded (claim 10, 0047 and 0009; encrypted rights... keys....). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kawada et al. further teaches the information reproducing apparatus, wherein 
the material information (VOBs) is constituted by pieces of unit material information each 

having a predetermined amount of information (0037, 0039, 0045, and 0049; 

consumer/industrial data ... title... keys ... usages rights ...), and 

the deciphering information includes license information and identification information 

for identifying the pieces of unit material information which can be deciphered by the license 

information (0063-0064 arid 0073-0074; industrial data identifier ... consumer data identifier ... 

usage right key). 

Regarding claim 3, Kawada et al. discloses the information reproducing apparatus, wherein 

the material information is constituted by a unit material information group constituted by 

pieces of unit material information each having a predetermined amount of information (0037, 

0039, 0045, and 0049), and 

the deciphering information includes license information and identification information 

for identifying the unit material information group which can be deciphered by the license 

information (0063-0064 and 0073-0074). 

Regarding claim 4, Kawada et al. discloses the information reproducing apparatus, wherein 

the deciphering information includes license information and identification information 
for identifying the material information which can be deciphered by the license information 
(0063-0064 and 0073-0074). 
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Regarding claim 5, Kawada et aL discloses the information reproducing apparatus, wherein 

the recording unit includes a first recording medium which records the record information 

and a second recording medium which records the license information such that the license 

information is prevented from being illegally used (claim I ; first and second writing unit ... 

recording encrypted content and message data/usage data), and 

the deciphering information further includes position information representing a 

recording position of the license information in the second recording medium (0072-0073 and 

claim 4-5). 

4 

Regarding claim 6, Kawada et al. discloses the information reproducing apparatus, wherein 
the position information is enciphered and recorded in the recording unit, and position 

information deciphering information for deciphering the position information is recorded on the 

second recording medium (claim 5), and 

the obtaining device deciphers the position information on the basis of the position 

information deciphering information and obtains the license information from the second 

recording medium on the basis of the deciphered position information (0061-0064). 

Regarding claim 9, Kawada et al. discloses an information recording medium wherein the 
information reproducing program is recorded such that the information reproducing program can 
be read by a computer included in an information reproducing apparatus (fig. 4). 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eleni A. Shiferaw whose telephone number is 571-272-3867. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm. 



supervisor, Nasser R. Moazzami can be reached on (571) 272-4195. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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